NER 

Nei'ther. pronoun. Not either; nor one nor other, 
lie neither loves, 

Nor either cares for him. Shakefpeare's Ant. and Cleoi 

Which of them fhall I take ? 

Both, one, or neither ? neither can be enjoy’d 
If both remain alive. Shakejpeare’s K. Lear. 

Suffice it that he’s dead ; all wrongs die with him : 

Thus I abfolve myfelf, and excufe him. 

Who fav’d my life and honour, but praife neither. Dryd. 
Experience makes us fenfible of both, though our narrow 
. underftandings can comprehend neither. Locke. 

They lived with the friendfhip and equality of brethren, 
neither lord, neither have to his brother ; but independent of 
each other. Locke. 

Neo / phytE. n. f [neophyte , Fr. vefg and (puw.] One regene¬ 
rated ; a convert. 

Neote rick . adj. [neotericus , Latin.] Modern; novel; late. 
We are not to be guided either by the mifreports of fome 
ancients, or the capricio’s of one or two neotericks. Grew. 
Nep. n. f. [ nepeta , Lat.] An herb. 

Ne penthe, n. f [v» v and 7r=v3(^.] A drug that drives away 
all pains. 

There where no paffion, pride, or fhame tranfport. 

Lull’d with the fweet nepenthe of a court; 

There where no fathers, brothers, friends difgrace. 

Once break their reft nor ftir them from their place. Pope. 
NEPHEW, n.f. [nepos, Latin; neveu, French.] 

•I. The fon of a brother or fifter. 

Immortal offspring of my brother Jove ; 

My brighteft nephew and whom beft I love. Dryden. 

I afk, whether in the inheriting of this paternal power, 
the grandfon by a daughter, hath a right before a nephew by 
a brother ? Locke. 

2 . The grandfon. Out of ufe. 

With what intent they were firft publifhed, thofe words 
of the nepheiv of Jefus do plainly enough fignify, after that 
iny grand-father Jefus had given himlelf to the reading of 
the law and the prophets, and other books of our fathers, 
and had gotten therein fufficient judgment, he propofed al¬ 
io to write fomething pertaining to learning and wifdom. 

Hooker, b. v. /. 21. 

Her fire at length is kind, 

Prepares his empire for his daughter’s eafe, ^ 

And for his hatching nephews fmooths the feas. Dryden. 

3. Defcendant, however diftant. Out of ufe. 

All the foils of thefe five brethren reign’d 
By due fuccefs, and all their nephews late, _ 

Even thrice eleven defeents the crown retain’d. Fairy 
Nephri'tick. adj. [vs(p£Hi*® -3 j nepbretique , Fr.] 

1. Belonging to the organs of urine. 

2 . Troubled with the lfone. 

The diet of nephritic perfons ought to be fuch as is op- 
pofite to the alkalefcent nature of the falts in their blood. 
r Arbuthnet on Aliments. 

o. Good againft the Hone. 

The nephritic Hone is commonly of an uniform dufky green ; 
but fome famples I have feen of it that are vanegated with 
white, black, and fometimes yellow. JPoodw. Mctt.bojj. 
Ne'potism. n. f. [ nepotifme , French ; nepos , Latin.] Pond- 

nefs for nephews. . . , 

To this humour of nepotifm Rome owes its prefent fplendor ; 
for it would have been impoffible to have furnifhed out fo 
many glorious palaces with fuch a profufion of pioWs and 
ftatues, had not the riches of the people fallen into different 
... ’ Addifon on Italy. 

NERVE l n.f. [nervus, Latin; turf, Fr.] The organs of fen- 
fation paffing from the brain to all parts of the bo. y. 

The nerves do ordinarily accompany the arteries through 
all the body ; they have alfo blood-yeflels, as the other parts 
of the body. Wherever any nerve fends out a branch, or 
• receives one from another, or where two nerves 
ther, there is generally a ganglio or plexus. y- 

What man dare, I dare : 

Approach thou like the rugged Ruffian bear; 

2. It is ufed bv the poets for finew or tendon. 

Strong Tharyfmed difeharged a lpeedmg blow 
Full on his neck, and cut the nerves in two. Pope s OdyjJ. 
Nerveless, adj. [from nerve.] Without ftreng; . 

There funk Thalia, nervelefs , faint and dead. 

Had not her lifter Satire held her head. una , . • • 

Nervous, adj. [ nervofus , Latin.] Well ftrung ; g> 

^What nervous arms he boafts, how firm his tread. 

His limbs how turn’d. Pipe’s OdyJJey, b. vm. 

<7 Relating; to the nerves ; having the feat in the nerv 
l [In medical cant.] Having weak or d.feafed nerves. 

J Poor weak, nervous creatures. . f J 

Nervy, adj. [from nerve.-] Strong; vigorous. Not in ufe. 
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Death, that dark fpirit, in his nervy arm doth lie, 
Which being advanc’d, declines, and then men die’. She 
Nescience, n.f [from nefcio, Latin.] Ignorance- the Rate 

of not knowincr. 


of not knowing. 
Many of the 


>ft accomplifhed wits of all ages, have 
refolved their knowledge into Socrates his fum total, and 
after all their pains in queft of lcience, have fat down in a 
prpfefted nefcience. Glanv. Scepf. c . ii 

Nesh. adj. [neyc, Saxon.] Soft; tender; eafily hurt, Skin 

Ness. 

1. A termination added to an adjedfive to change it into a fub 
ftantive, denotingyto or quality ; as, poifonous , poifonoufnefs • 
turbid, turbidnefs ; lovely, lovelinefs ; from m yyc, Saxon. * 

2. The termination of many names of places where there i* 
a headland or promontory ; from nepe, Saxon; a nofe of 
land, or headland ; as Inverness. 

NEST. n.f. [nej~c, Saxon.] 

1. The bed formed by the bird for incubation and feeding her 
young. 

If a bird’s nejl chance to be before thee in the way, thou 
fhalt not take the dam with the young. Deut.xx ii. 6, 

2. Any place where animals are produced. 

Redi found that all kinds of putrefaction did only afford a 
neft and aliment for the eggs and young of thofe infe&s he 
admitted. Bentley. 

3. An abode; place of reftdence ; a receptacle. Generally in a 
bad fenfe : as, a neft of rogues and thieves. 

Come from that nejl 

Of death, contagion, and unnatural deep. Shake/, 

4. A warm clofe habitation, generally in contempt. 

Some of our minifters having livings offered unto them, 
will neither, for zeal of religion, nor winning fouls to God, 
be drawn forth from their warm nejls. Spmfer. 

5. Boxes or drawers ; little pockets or conveniences. 

To Nest. v. n. [from the noun.] To build nefts. 

The cedar ftretched his branches as far as the moun¬ 
tains of the moon, and the king of birds nejled within his 
leaves. Howel’s Vocal Forejl. 

Nestegg. n.f. [nejl and eg*.] An egg left in the neft to 
keep the hen from forfaking it. 

Books and money laid for fhevv, 

Like nejleggs , to make clients lay. Hudihm. 

ToNe'stle, v. n. [from nejl.] To fettle; to harbour; to 
lie clofe and fnug, as a bird in her neft. 

Their purpofe was, to fortify in fome ftrong place of the 
wild country, and there nejlle ’till greater fuccours came. 

Bacon’s War with Spain. 

A cock <*ot into a ftable was nejlling in the ftraw among the 
horfes. ^ 

The king’s fifher wonts commonly by the waterlide, and 
nejlles in hollow banks. L’Efrange. 

Fiutt’ring there they nejlle near the throne. 

And lodge in habitations not their own. Dryden. 

The floor is ftrowed with feveral plants, amongtt which 
the fnails nejlle all the winter. Addijon on Italy. 

Mark where the fhy direaors creep. 

Nor to the ftiore approach too nigh ; 

The monfters nejlle in the deep, 

To feize you in your paffing by. Swift s MujaL 

To Nestle, v. a. 

1. To houfe, as in a neft. 

Poor heart! 

That labour’ft yet to nejlle thee. 

Thou think’ft by bov’ring here to get a part, 

In a forbidden or forbidding tree. 

Cupid found a downy bed, 

And nejl I’d in his little head. 

2. To cherifh, as a bird her young. 

This Ithacus, fo highly is endear d , 

To this Minerva,' that her hand is ever inhis: deeds 
She, like his mother, nifties him. _ Chap » ' f ^ 

Ne'stling. n.f. [from ueftle.] A bird juft take 

N ”f , f [. nati , Gothick; net, Saxon.] A texture woven 

wiih 4e interfaces or mefhes, ulbd commonly as a fore 

f ° r "bird ! thoud’ft never fear ^ 

The pitfall nor the gin. ^fSters, upon the 

He made nets of chequer-work for the chap I? . 

^Impatience intangles us like the fluttenn| J 
„et, but cannot at all eafe our trouble. Taylor s noiy 
The vegetative tribes, 

Wrapt in a filmy net, and cla wit 1 ‘T' . j t ^ the 

NETHER, adj. [neoiSer, Saxon in ^oreffed, but 

form of a comparative, but is n J part, W 

only in implied companion ; for we ic pofitive- 

never fay this part is nether than that, J ^ 

ufe, though it feems compnled in the act 
is not now much in ufe.] 

1. Lower; not upper. 


Bonne. 

Prior. 


in 

‘ther 
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they draw with a full and nether great lip. 

} This odious offspring, 

^MdSParadlfe Loft. h. ii. 


The upper part thereof was whey, 

Th c netloer, oLge mix’d with grey.. Hudibras, p. u 
A beauteous maid above, but magic arts. 

With barking dogs deform’d her nether parts. ofomnio 

As if oreat Atlas from his height 
Shou’d link beneath his heav’nly weight, 

And with a mighty flaw, the flaming wall 

Shou’d gape immenfe, and ruffling down o erwhedm this 

nether ball. } 

Two poles turn round the globe; 

The firft fublime in heaven, the laft is whirl d 

Below the regions of the nether world. r y en ‘ 

2. Being in a lower place. 

This fiiews you are above, 

You juftices, that thefe our nether crimes, • 

So fpeedily can venge. Shakejpeare s King Lear. 

Numbeilets were thofe bad angels, teen 
Hov'ring on wing under the cope of hell, 

’Twixt upper, nether , and furrounuing fires. Milton. 

3. Infernal; belonging to the regions below. 

Lo iefs deiire 

To found this nether empire, which might rife, 

In emulation, oppofite to heav’n. Milton’s Par. Lojt. 

The gods with hate beheld the nether fky, 

The ghofts repine. Dryden s TEn. 

Ne'thermost. n.f. [fuper. of nether.] Loweft. 

Great is thy mercy toward me, and thou haft delivered 
my foul from the nethermojl hell. Pjalm Ixxxvi. 13- 

Undaunted to meet there whatever pow’r, 

Or fpirit, of the nethermojl abyfs 

Might in that noife refide. Milton’s Paradife Lojl, b. ii. 
All that can be faid of a liar lodged in the very nethermojl 
hell, is this, that if the vengeance of God could prepare 
any place worfe than hell for finners, hell itfelf would be 
too good for him. South’s Sermons. 

Heraclitus tells us, that the eclipfe of the fun was after 
the manner of a boat, when the concave, as to our fight, 
appears uppermoft, and the convex nethermojl. Keilaga. Bur. 

Nf/tting.’ n.f. A reticulated piece of work. 

NE'TTLE. n.f. [need, Saxon.] A flinging herb well known. 
It hath an apetalous flower, confifting of many ftamina 
included in an empalement; but thefe.are barren; for the 
embryos are produced either on different plants, or on dif¬ 
ferent parts of the lame plant, without any viiible flower, 
which becomes a bivalve feed-veflel, fometimes gathered in¬ 
to round heads, and at other times fmall and hairy, inclofing 
leveral feeds. Miller. 

The ftrawberry grows underneath the nettle, 

And wholfom berries thrive and ripen beft. 

Neighbour’d by fruit of bafer quality. Shakef Hen. V. 

Some fo like to thorns and nettles live. 

That none for them can, w'hen they perifh, grieve. IValler. 

To Ne'ttle. v. a. [from the noun.] To fling; to irritate; 
to provoke. 

The princes were fo nettled at the fcandal of this affront, 
that every man took it to himfelfi L’Ejlrange. 

Although at every part of the Apoftles difeourfe fome of 
them might be uneafy and nettled, yet a moderate filence and 
attention was ftill observed. Bentley. 

NeTwork. n. f [net and ivork.] Any thing reticulated or 
decufiated, at equal diftances, with interftices between the in- 
terfedtions. 

Nor any flolTd in workmanflhip embofs’d ; 

Nor any flail’d in loops of fing’ring fine; 

Might in their diverle cunning ever dare, 

With this fo curious network to compare. Spcnfer. 

A large cavity in the iinciput was filled with ribbons, lace’ 
and embroidery, wrought together in a curious piece of net- 

, r „ Addifin’s Spectator. 

JN ilvilR. ac.v. [nc ever, nasppe, Saxon; ne aeppe, not ever I 

I- At no time. " J 

2. It is ufed in a form of fpeech handed down by the left 
writers, but lately accufed, I think, with juftice, of fole- 
ciffi-L; as, he is mijlaken though never fo wife. It is now main¬ 
tained, that propriety requires it to be exprelTed thus, he is 
niijlakcn though ever Jo <wije ■ that is, he is mijlaken how wife 
ioever ^ be. The common mode can only be defended by 
applying a very harfti anti unprecedented ellipfis ; he is mjf- 
. tbou S h Jo wife, as never was any : fuch however is tue 
common ufe of the word among the beft authors. 

By its own fcrce deftroy’d, fruition ceas’d, ’ 

And always weary’d, I was never pleas’d. Prior. 


NEC 

Never any thing Was fo TVorhh 

•“sr«- » st ix.r: 

the affefls of any on? Pf^TeTody. Bacon’s Nat. Rift. 

'^SSptPr*. -« 

brought to 1 , . neVer fo near him. 

placed in never fo cie 1 < 0 5 Attcrbury’s Sermons; 

That prince whom you efpoufe, although J^r fo vigor- 
ou 5,1 the principal in war, you but a fecond. Su»Jt. 

3 ' In Whofceve e ; has a faithful friend to guide him, may carry 

, . • . 1.mon’c head, and yet fee never the worie. 

his eyes in another man s head, > Sermonu 

4 . It feems in fome phrafes to have the fenfe of an adjedtive. 

N He anfwered him to never a word, infomuch that the go- 
11 j Matt, xxvii. 14. 

vernour marvelled. . 

* It is much ufed in compofition ; as, never-ending , having 
no end ; of which fome examples are fubjoined. 

Nature aftlireth us by never-failing experience, and reajon 
by infallible demonffratlon, that our times upon the earth 
have neither certainty nor durability. Raleigh. 

Ye myrtles brown, with ivy never fear, 

I come to pluck your berries harfh and crude. Milton. 

Your »*wr-failing fword made war to ceafe. 

And now you heal us with the z&s of peace. IValler. 

So corn in fields, and in the garden flow’rs. 

Revive and raife themfelves with mod’rate fliow’rs ; 

But over-charg’d wfith never-ceafmg rain, 

Become too moift. Waller. 

Our heroes of the former days, 

Deferv’d and gain’d their never-i ading bays; Rofcommon. 

Not Thracian Orpheus fhould tranfeend my lays. 

Nor Linus crown’d with 7zmr-fading bays; Dryden. 

Leucippus, with his never-e rring dart. Dryd. Ovid . 
Farewel, ye never- opening gates. Dryden. 

He to quench his drought fo much inclin’d. 

May fnowy fields and nitrous paftures find ; 

Meet ftores of cold fo greedily purfu’d. 

And be refrefh’d w T ith never- wafting food. Blackmore. 

Norton hung down his never- blufhing head, 

And all was hufh’d, as folly’s felf laydfcad. Pope’s Dune. 

What the weak head with ftrongell biafs rules. 

Is pride, the ^wr-failing vice of fools. Pope. 

Thy bufy w^r-meaning face. 

Thy ferew’d up front, thy ftate grimace. Swift. 

Nevertheless, adv. [never the lefs.] Notwithftanding that. 
They plead that even fuch ceremonies of the church of 
Rome as contain in them nothing which is not of itfelf 
agreeable to the word of God, ought neverthclsfs to be 
abolifned. Hooker, b. iv. 

Many of our men were gone to land, and our fliips ready 
to depart ; neverthelejs the admiral, with fuch fhips only 
as could luddenly be put in readinefs, made forth towards 


them. 


Bacon, 


_ ancon. 

Creation muft needs infer providence ; and God’s making 
the world, irrefragably proves that he governs it too; or 
that a being of a dependent nature remains neverihelefs in¬ 
dependent upon him in that refpea. South’s Sermons. 

Neurology, n.f [vfupov and ao^o?.] A defeription of the 
nerves. 

Neu rotomy. n.f (MupM and ts^vw.] The anatomy of the 
nerves. 

NEU'TER. adj. [neuter, Latin ; neutre , Fr.] 

1. Indifferent ; not engaged on either fide; 

The general divifion of the Britifli nation is into whio-s 
and tories ; there being very few, if any, who ftand neuter 
in the difpute, without ranging themfelves under one of thefe 
denominations. Addifon s Freeholder, N . c 4 . 

2. [In grammar.] A noun that implies no fex. 

I he adjeaives are neuter, and animal muft be underftood 
to make it grammar. , 

oio7wT r Y hat which J . fi .g nifies "either Mfnf 

paffion, but fome ftate or condition of being; as, fedeo, I 

xt PI7 / r r\ ■ Trr , Glarke’s Latin Grammar. 

INEU TER. n.f. One indifferent and unengaged 

1 he learned heathens may be looked upon as neuters in 
the matter when all thefe prophecies were new to tW 

Afferent" edUCat ‘° n h3d “ *e interp^ fa of thern ^ 

Addifon on the Chrifttan Religion. 


18 D 













































































































































































































































































